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SCIENCE EXPLORERS

AUTHOR VISIT

SCHOOL STAFF RECOGNITION

CAPS brought Young Adult author Tiffany Schmidt, a former 
sixth-grade teacher who lives in Doylestown, to two local 
middle schools this year. Tiffany met with 270 students in 
grades seven through nine at Tohickon Middle School, and 
with a smaller group of Penndale Middle School students who 
are part of the school’s writing club. Later that evening, she 
gave a workshop entitled, “Meeting reluctant writers where 
they are: The use of fandoms and fan fiction to increase 
engagement with reluctant writers” to MER members.

This year, CAPS was pleased 
to sponsor Science Explorers 
Assemblies or STEM Family Nights 
at 18 schools throughout the 
Mideastern Region. Students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade 
and of varying learning abilities were 
delighted by the engaging programs 
offered by Science Explorers. These 
family nights were an exciting 
addition to help bring the school 
community together.

This year, CAPS did a series of press releases and social 
media posts focusing on public school professionals who 
provide student services. We spoke to and highlighted 
PSEA-MER members who are school psychologists, school 
counselors, and school social workers. At the time of this 
publication, we were in the process of speaking with school 
nurses and behavioral analysts. We hope to continue 
this series in the future, focusing on other public school 
professionals.

Do you have a PSEA member colleague at your jobsite that 
deserves a shoutout for the work they do in our public 
schools? Consider submitting a CAPS Congrats to recognize 
their good work!

CAPS CONGRATS



SPELLING BEEART SHOW

Congratulations to Maia Mathai, a sixth 
grader from Keith Valley Middle School, 
who is the champion of the Scripps 
Bucks-Mont regional spelling bee. Maia 
bested 35 competitors from Bucks 
and Montgomery County schools in 18 
rounds of spelling. It took ten rounds 
to determine the first and second place 
finishers! Maia’s winning word was 
“umbelliferous.”

Spellers studied “Words of the 
Champions,” the 4,000-word list 
provided by the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, to prepare for the competition.

Maia now advances to compete in the 
2025 Scripps National Spelling Bee this 
summer from May 27 through 29 near 
Washington, D.C. 

In addition to qualifying for the national 
competition, Maia also wins these prizes:

 » A six-night, expenses-paid trip for 
themselves and one parent/guardian 
to Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Maryland

 » A first-place trophy
 » The Samuel Louis Sugarman Award
 » A one-year home subscription for 
Britannica Online Premium

 » A one-year home subscription for  
Merriam-Webster Unabridged 
Online

High-quality art pieces made by Bucks and Montgomery 
County public high school students were featured during 
the 38th annual “Touch the Future” art show in March. 

The show is also made possible in collaboration with 
Montgomery County Community College and with the 
hard work of “Touch the Future” co-chairs and local 
educators Terry O’Neill from Neshaminy High School, 
Joanne Carrick from North Penn High School, and Bill 
Raab from North Penn High School.  

This year, 324 student artworks by artists from 28 local 
public high schools were displayed in the show — the 
most ever! 



1. Black Rock Middle School
2. Blockson Middle School
3. Blue Bell Elementary School
4. Bucks County Technical High School
5. Central Bucks High School South
6. Charles Boehm Middle School
7. Cheltenham High School
8. Churchville Elementary School
9. Council Rock High School North

10. Goodnoe Elementary School
11. Holicong Middle School
12. Indian Crest Middle School
13. Indian Valley Middle School
14. Lower Gwynedd Elementary School

This year, CAPS was thrilled to sponsor theater productions at 39 public 
schools across Bucks and Montgomery counties. We are proud to support our students, staff, 
communities, and the arts in the region.

THEATER DONATIONS

15. Lower Moreland High School
16. Maple Point Middle School
17. Methacton High School
18. Newtown Middle School
19. North Penn High School
20. Palisades High School
21. Palisades Middle School
22. Pennridge South Middle School
23. Pennsbury High School
24. Perkiomen Valley High School
25. Perkiomen Valley Middle School West
26. Plymouth Whitemarsh High School
27. Pottsgrove High School
28. Quakertown Community High School
29. Richboro Elementary School
30. Sol Feinstone Elementary School
31. Stony Creek Elementary School
32. Tamanend Middle School
33. Unami Middle School
34. Upper Dublin High School 
35. Upper Moreland High School
36. William Tennent High School
37. Willow Dale Elementary School
38. Wissahickon Middle School
39. Wrightstown Elementary School

CAPS IS PROUD TO ...

Sponsor educator events at the Michener Museum 
in Doylestown, including workshops, gallery walks, 
and opportunities for our members to create art 
along side special guest artists! 

Support the ongoing work of the African 
American Museum of Bucks County to transform 
the historic Boone Farm in Middletown Township 
into their permanent museum and home. 


