SESSIONS

AM Breakout Sessions (11:10-12:10 pm): 

· From Students to Teachers: Insights from Penn State Ed. Students
Interested in possibly going to Penn State?  In this session, a panel of Penn State fourth-year education majors will share their experiences and insights from coursework and student teaching. Each panelist represents a different path within the field of education, including elementary, secondary, arts, and special education. They will reflect on the challenges they faced, the lessons they’ve learned, and the skills they’ve developed to prepare for impactful careers in education.

Presented by Ashton DeMorat & Hannah Delvecchio, Moderated by Krishawna Goins

· Taste the Tech: Explore Tools Future Teachers Will Love
This interactive workshop introduces future educators to the exciting world of educational technology through a Tech Tasting experience. Students will rotate through stations where they explore tools that real teachers use to engage learners, plan lessons, assess understanding, and build classroom communities. Each station is aligned to the Danielson Framework for Teaching, ensuring participants experience best practices in instructional design and classroom management.

Presented by Dr. Samantha Fecich

· Lessons from Nerd Fandom
Using quotes from popular movies/shows such as Star Wars, Game of Thrones, and Lord of the Rings, Hardesty will emphasize how we can use these properties to inspire our educational philosophies. Using the quotes, and stories from his own classroom, Hardesty will ask attendees to consider failure in the classroom, student engagement, building relationships with our students, and more. 

Presented by Ryan Hardesty, 2023 PA Teacher of the Year

· What is it Like to be in a College Teacher Preparation Program?
Come to this session and ask our incredible Student PSEA Panel any questions you might have about the college and teacher preparation process. If you're wondering about college selection, admissions, what classes are like, what Student PSEA is, and more, this session is for you!

Presented by Student PSEA Panel

· SLAY! Sustainable Learning, Authentic You
What if joy wasn’t an extra in teaching, but the strategy? In this uplifting and pedagogically grounded breakout session, 2026 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year Maddie Loring invites future educators to rethink what powerful teaching really looks like. Drawing from real classroom practice, community-based learning, and the belief that public education blooms when teachers are unapologetically themselves, this session explores how sustainable, joyful instruction leads to deeper student engagement and lasting impact.

Presented by Madeline Loring, 2026 PA Teacher of the Year
SESSIONS

PM Breakout Sessions (2:00-3:00 pm): 


· PA Teacher of the Year Panel
Come to this session and ask the 2023, 2025, and 2026 PA Teachers of the Year questions about being an educator. 

Presented by Ryan Hardesty, & Madeline Loring

· What is it Like to be in a College Teacher Preparation Program?
Come to this session and ask our incredible Student PSEA Panel any questions you might have about the college and teacher preparation process. If you're wondering about college selection, admissions, what classes are like, what Student PSEA is, etc., then this is the session for you!

Presented by Student PSEA Panel

· So, You Wanna Be an Ed Major? A Guide to Thriving as a Future Teacher
Are you ready to embark on the journey to becoming an educator? In this dynamic and interactive session, future educators will explore what it means to be a teacher and how to thrive as an education major from day one. Dr. Sam Fecich, author of EduMagic: A Guide for Preservice Teachers and host of the EduMagic Future Teacher Podcast, will share practical tips, strategies, and insights to help you slay your freshman year, focus on your "why," and start building habits of excellence—right now!

Presented by Dr. Samantha Fecich

· The First-Gen Survival Guide: A Guide for First-Generation Students Preparing for College
In this interactive session, students will learn who first-generation college students are, explore common challenges they face, and discover strategies for navigating campus and achieving success. This session is designed for first-generation students and their supporters, including continuing-gen peers. If you have questions about preparing for college or starting your first semester, this session is for you.

Presented by Kaysey Beury

· From Students to Teachers: Insights from Penn State Ed. Students
Interested in possibly going to Penn State?  In this session, a panel of Penn State fourth-year education majors will share their experiences and insights from coursework and student teaching. Each panelist represents a different path within the field of education, including elementary, secondary, arts, and special education. They will reflect on the challenges they faced, the lessons they’ve learned, and the skills they’ve developed to prepare for impactful careers in education.

Presented by Ashton DeMorat & Hannah Delvecchio, Moderated by Amanda Smith
